THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
pour openly into Bulgaria in very large numbers. One of the direct
objectives of these forces was, plainly, Salonika, which I may men-
tion, they entered at 4 o'clock this morning.
It has never been our policy or our interest to see the war carried
into the Balkan Peninsula. In the middle of February, we sent our
Foreign Secretary and the Chief of the Imperial General Staff to
the Middle East, in order to see whether anything could be done to
form a united defensive front in the Balkans. They went to Athens.
They went to Angora. They would have gone into Belgrade, but
they were refused permission by the government of Prince Paul.
Of course, if these three threatened States had stood together they
could have had at their disposal 60 to 70 divisions which, if a good
combined plan had been made and if prompt united action had been
taken in time, might have confronted the Germans with a prospect
of resistance which might well have deterred them altogether, and
must, in any case, have long delayed them, having regard to the
mountainous and broken character of the country to be defended
and the limits of the communications available in the various
countries through which the German armies had forced or intrigued
their way.
Although we were most anxious to promote such a defensive
front, by which alone the peace of the Balkans could be maintained,
we were determined not to urge the Greeks, already at grips with
the Italians, upon any course contrary to their desires or judgment.
The support which we can give to the peoples who are fighting, or
are ready to fight, for freedom in the Balkans and in Turkey, is
necessarily limited at the present time, and we did not wish to take
the responsibility of pressing the Greeks to engage in a conflict with
the new and terrible foe gathering upon their frontiers. However,
on the first occasion when the Foreign Secretary and the Chief of
the Imperial General Stafi met the Greek King and Prime Minister,
the Prime Minister declared spontaneously on behalf of the Govern-
ment that Greece was resolved, at,all costs, to defend her freedom
and her native soil against any aggressor, and that even if they were
left wholly unsupported by Great Britain, or by their neighbours
Turkey and Yugoslavia, they would, nevertheless, remain faithful
to their alliance with Great Britain, which came into play at the
opening of the Italian invasion, and that they would fight to the
death against both Italy and Germany.
'This being so, it seemed that our duty was clear. We were
bound in honour to give them all the aid in our power. If they were
resolved to face the might and fury of the Huns, we had no doubts
but that we should share their ordeal and that the soldiers of the